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The body is perpetually magnetized by 
the spirit, the latter being positive and the 
former negative. Thus is the body the 
instrument of the spirit, and is used by it 
daily, hourly, and momentarily, as a 
means or condition of its existence in the 
material world. It is the material expo- 
nent of the spirit—the vehicle or imple- 
ment of its actions, doings, &c., in this 
outer sphere. Through it the spirit loves 
and hates, talks, walks, hears, sees, tastes, 
touches, smells, &c.; and through, and 
by its means, are all the faculties, capa- 
cities, propensities, &c., of the spirit, ex- 
ercised, educated, and ultimated in this 
world. Of itself, the body is a corpse— 
cold and lifeless, and whatever is not of 
the corpse is of the spirit—“the spirit is 
the very man himself, who thinks and 

who lusts, who desires and is affected, 
has appetites and cupidities.” It is the 
spirit that vivifies and enlivens the corpse 
and makes it a walking, talking, thinking, 
and doing agency. ‘The body is, there- 
fore, entirely passive to all the activities 
of the indwelling spirit. It has nothing, 
and does nothing, of itself. It has no evil 
purposes, propensities, or lusts; nor has 
it any good and benevolent designs and 
loves. All are of the spirit, and from the 
Spirit, acting upon and through the body. 
Now, the material world stands in the 
same relation to the spiritual world, as 
the body does to the spirit. The former 
is entirely passive or negative to, and is 
perpetually magnetized by the latter, 
which is active and positive, Without 
the spiritual world, the inaterial world 
would be a corpse, without the Joost vita]. 
ity or activity. The materia world js 
but the instrument of the spiritua world 
the ultimate vehicle of its operations and 
the whole mundane economy is carried 
forward by, and in exact obedience to, 
the spiritual economy, between which 
there 1s entire and commensurate corres- 
pondence—just as the effect determines 
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the adequacy of the cause, and по ито 
more; and the adequacy of the cause 
speaks the fülness and completeness of 
the effect, and nothing morc. 
Moreover, Positive and Negative, 1. е. 
Cause and Effect, or Divine Providence 
or *Heavenly Order,? pervade the uni- 
verse; and the next sphere of being in 
accordance with this law or order be- 
comes, in its turn, negative. and passive 
to a still higher world of being, positive 
and active to it, &c. &c., until we reach 
the only life-giving and life-sustaining 
Power in the universe, the Great Positive 
Mind, God—the Magnet of the Universe, 
the Essential Divine Love and Wis- 
dom, which propagates itself through all 
spheres and planes of existence, and 
through and in all forms and order unto 
the ultimates of creation, disclosing, re- 
vealing, and declaring, and representing 
Himself in all things, from the violet's 
pollen or the insect’s wing to the wis- 
dom of the archangel. But the spiritual 
spheres proximate to ours, and by which 
ours is governed and controlled or mag- 
netized, is the one that most engages our 
attention now ; and to illustrate this gen- 
eral Pathematic or sympathetic rapport, 
we must descend to, particulars. Hach 
one and all of us are en rapport with 
spirits. As our bodies are attracted and 
held to earth, &c., by the laws of gravita- 
tion, so our spirits are held and bound to 
the spiritual sphere by the attractive айїп- 
ities of our associate spirits. In this way 
the spheres touch each other, and are 
connected; all our thoughts and affec- 
tions are prompted by our guardian or as- 
sociate spirits, however they may appear 
to be the spontaneous results of our own 
moral and mental organism—they appear 
to be our own, and we to be responsible 
for them; but they are, nevertheless, in- 
fluent into, or prompted by our attendant 
spirits, of like quality with ourselves, just 
as the magnetizer, when en rapport with 
his subject, trausfuses his thoughts and 
feelings, at will, into the mind of his 
subject, who knows no otherwise than 
that they are properly his own. This asso- 
ciation, or community of thought and fecl- 
ing with our conjoined associate spirits, 
shows how intimately the spiritual world 
is connected or en rapport with the natural 
world; and it is dificult for us to realize 
® closeness and familiarity of our spir- 
Itua\ : m 
guides. They stand by and prompt 


our deeds of benevolence and kindness, 
ovr universal sympathy and love; and 
o'er the sorrows and sepulchres of this 
world mingle their tears with ours.— 
There are also evil spirils, who may be 
conjoined with us, and who drive us to 
malice, revenge, rapine, and murder— 
give fear, dread, and remorse, and break 
up tlie harmony and peace of our soul— 
and trouble, annoy, harrass, and fret us. 
Evil men are in the midst of evil spirits, 
just suited to their tastes. I have not 
known an evil spirit to trouble our sit- 
tings at my house, that has not been in- 
troduced to our circle by some external 
evil purpose or influence. Hitherto, the 
spiritual world has disclosed itself, and 
operated alone, through our affections 
and thoughts, or by our “internal way,” 
and alone been attested bv the internal 
eye, or spiritual vision; but now, our 
spiritual associates are beginning to ad- 
dress us by an external жау; and what 
advantage this new mode will have to the 
spiritual mind, remains yet to be seen. 
That question is foreign to the purpose 
of this coinmunication. 

{t is by no means to be believed that 
all the spirits in the next sphere are posi- 
tive to all the minds in this sphere or in 
bodies, so that any spirit coming en rap- 
port with us can impress us with his 
thoughts and feclings, aud thus operate 
through our minds. As a general thing, 
our guardian spirits are positive to us— 
en rapport with us, and thus impress us 
with their thoughts and emotions, and lead 
us, gradually and imperceptibly on, to 
higher truths and purer loves. Of this I 
have had unequivoeal experience, since 
Mrs. Bushnell has been with me, and 
thus affording me daily and hourly oppor- 
tunities of communicating with spirits, 
and particularly with the spirit of William 
E. Austin, Esq., a mind of most brilliant 
order and heart of warmest aflections, 
with whom I,was in habits of daily inti- 
macy here. Often on reflecting upon the 
laws and arrangements of spiritual exist- 
ence, new ideas or thoughts would break 
into my mind concerning them, brighter 
and clearer than [ ever conceived, attend- 
ed, too, with a corresponding glow of 
sentiment; and after revolving and in- 
dulging them, at our next sitting I would 
learn from Mr. A. that. they were from 
him. So, also, have I sought information 
from him on various subjects pertaining 
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to spiritual existence ; and to supercede | 
the texhous and dilatory process of spells | 
шш out dy the alphabet, ke has directed | 
me to ge to my «Асе, and when at leisure | 
and alone, te ut down clase my eyes, | 
withdraw myself tiun all external or sur 
rounding things and think ef the subject, 
when he would be present with ma and | 
direct and instruct my thoughts ty and in 
the truth, and illustrate it in such a man- 
мег as nat to unstake it Pollewing this 
dieti, Û have never Aled to have the 
matter jeseuted to me im new lights aud 
NM and sometiows illustrated in do 
tail, nêly the result of spontaneous | 
thought, but граду and ry imparted by | 
my spiritual monitor Sheuld |, howev- | 
er, fil to get аз айсциме conception ot] 
Was he wished, he would, the next op 
portunity, sped ont the correetions—thus | 
indicating an entire cognizance of all my 
thoughts and am]eetens Î have become 
so accustomed to this mode of commun 
eating with ww, that l can now tvel his 
presenee unmistakably, and кое соз 
heinly when he is hupressing my mind. 
Furthenuum 1 have been unpelled by an 
безде Uytxeney, not. зею or kuow- 
lug why, to go. to uy оћсе ar my man 
and write without having anything to | 
write, and as soon as 1 got the peu wm my 
band, t would come into my mund, (by 
Impression than Mr. А.) what to writer 
Now, n not thus a generad lae? Ate not 
all things that are. done by men in this 
world, thus brought about, prompted, and 
edctuated by spiritual agencies? Does 
mot the spiritual world ww thus the natu- 
ral world to ultimate tts purposes and ас- 
tivities? Do net the der уаз con- 
ceptions, the philosophers discoveries, 
the woralst’s conscience, the artist's 
shall, and the poet's fervor, came to them 
thus from the spiritual world ? There they 
are in their essential and high pertec- 
tion, and by our associate spirits nurrorad 
forth to our minds, and by our actions are 
fixed in the material sphere. Hence all 
that is excellent here in poetry, painting, 
architecture, theology, philosophy, mo- 
tality, Ke, but duuly and obscurely rep 
resem’ the yet unwagined and untold 
perfeetien and glory of those arts and 
science in the upper spheres, 

But to be impressed. by new truths, or 
to meere instruction from the higher 
spheres, it is indispensable that the spirit 
conmuning should be highly posite and 
tateifigent{—should be dominantly su 
reer to the receiving mind, and thus, when 
the nupgert is established, truths оЃа high | 
and elevating character will be imparted ; 
er, giren im “an external way,” be | 
spelled out. But, be assured, if the cour | 
muning spirits be mezu£ire to vou—be iu- | 
ferwe to you—or be of a compliant, syw- | 
pathetic, and acquiescent quality, (and | 
many such there are.) you magrnetize (hem | 
—;jnve them your thoughts and feelings, | 
and they peevokinglv persist in spelling | 
them out back to you, and you get noti- 

bat redexes of them. T have seen so | 
much of this as to place it bevond all ques- 
hon Sometimes weak and simple spi- | 
ws will spell out the thoughts of the me- | 
dium; sometpnes of some other more | 
positive mind in the circle; and some- | 
times they will only answer, Yes. Yes, 
Yes, to all your questions, just like a 
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weak magnetic subject essaying to be 
wise and eloquent, A superior and posi- 
tive spirit will be independent of your own 
States of mind and those of the medium, 
and thas ean and will inpart truths as he 
gathers it in the fields of spiritual knowl- 
edge, unintlueneesd by your preconceived 
thoughts and atfections—truths, however, 
that will have to be so ferrestrialézed as to 
address themselves to your capacity of 
reeeptivdty, in ke manner аз when we 
instruct a child in moral or abstract truth, 
we must. simplity our language and idea 
to meet its capacity of understanding it. 


| Think you, we, with spirits. fettered in 


the shackles of sub'unary truth, with 
ideas and thoughts, expertences and ob- 
servations, got in and adapted to this ele- 
mentary life, can apprehend and appreci- 
ate the bright conceptions and holy traths 
ef the celestial heavens? No? they 
must come down to us through myriad 
ranks of shining angels, from sphere to 
sphere, be modified, changed, reflected, 
and situplitied and adapted to our capaci- 
ties before we can receive them from our 
associate spirits, Celestial truth descends 
to us through a long ancestry of angels 
and the spirits. of "just. men made per 
feet.” long uluming their souls before 
brightening the spiritual conceptions of 
men in earthy mould, 

"The spiritual world is thus in conjunc- 
tion with the natural world, and each 
earth inhabitant eonjoined with his con- 
sociae spirits in the next sphere, who 
prompt and impart to him his thoughts 
and affections I will not say, however, 
that the whole substance of the man or 
spirit (for the spirit is the man,) is made 
up by those inthient thoughts and atfec- 
tions as Swedenborg aftirms. Perhaps 
not. Very likely, as the higher is con- 
tinually asseciating with and pervading 
the lower, refining and assituilating it to 
itself, so, perhaps, our associate spirits 
өшү associate, with us, pervade and live 
in our thoughts and affections, forming, 
moulding, influencing, and strengthening 
them, ‘Take away all indur, or spiritual 
association, and how far the man or spirit 
would stand alone an independent exist- 
ence, 1 am unable to say. But my per 
ceptions of the intimate relationship and 
spiritual rapport of our guardian spirits 
with us, аге not. clouded with a single 
deubt. 


not the spiritual and angelic societies in 
the various spheres, bound enm rapport 
thus? Their thoughts and affections, ac- 
cording to Swedenborg, are in common 
and circulate throughout the society, Just 
as a half dozen magnetic subjects see 
alike and think alike, yet each one be- 
leves the thought and feeling to be his 
оюп. And how will you bind the differ. 
ent spheres together, if not by this still 
interior conjunction? Would not each 

ne or sphere be separated from and 
independent of the next, either below or 
above, unless you bind them by still inte 
rior association as you advance? And is 
not God the musê of all and each thing, 
and thus dispenses His life and love trom 
the inmost, through (he interiors, to the 
ultimates of creation ? 

It appears to be a law of all things, that 
the higher, more refined and develeped, 


Indeed, it appears to me to be а | 
реше law of all spiritual being. Are | 
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should associate with and pervade tho 

lower, as light. pervades the atmosphere, 

heat pervades light, magnetism, & e— 

that the next in degree higher, is brought 

in connection with the next in degree 

lower, by this inferior association, just as 

the spirit. pervades, interiorily, the body, 

and thus vitudizes, supports, and developes 
ik ‘The plant would never grow, would 
never bloom and bear trait, but would be 
a dead and lifeless mass, if it was not, in- 
tonorily, vivitied by a still higher essence, 
which elaborates its flower and produces 
its fruit. du hke manner the animat 
would be without its hte, instinct, and 
propensities, Were they not. derived. from 
a plane above its material and physiologi- 
eal organization; and the groves would 
never be made vocal did not the winged 
minstrels derive their melting songs from 
the seraph's harp—they make not the 
melody and soothing pathos of their ten- 
der notes—they have neither the art nor 
skill, but they are. the divine instruments 
through which the symphonies of the 
higher spheres are breathed on earth. 


So we human beings have not lite and | 


thought, and. emotion, love, sorrow, and 
hate of ourselves, dissociated from, or in- 
dependent of. spirits and angels above us; 
but by our “interiors,” or spirits, we are 
in intimate association with our guardian 
spirits, those higher agencies that have 
the charge of ourthoughts and affections, 
and How in, impart, modify, prompt, edu- 
cate, and elevate them, ‘This association 
is so intimate, and the thoughts and feel- 
ings of our familiar spirits so blended and 
intermingled with our own, as to form a 
common sphere, in which we together are 
just as a set of magnetic slee»ers—see 
alike, and think alike, and feel alike, as 
before alluded to. Those guardian spir- 
its are thus ең rapport with us, and vet 
positive to us, imparting their thoughts 
and feelings, which we regard as truly 
and properly our own. Hence it is not 
at all likely, unless you call to your pres- 
ence a highly intelligent aud positive 
spirit—that you will have anything of 
very “great importance spelled out to 
you х" and should, as before observed, the 
communicating spirit. be negative to, or 
under your influence, it will. only echo 
your own thoughts without being aware 
оби. ‘The spiritual world is thus en rap- 
port with the natural world, and the des- 
tinies of the latter wrought out proximate- 
ly by the former. 

Moreover the spirits in the next sphere, 
guardian to us, are associated. interiorily 
with their guardian angels of the next 
sphere en rapport with them, and so forth. 
The spheres, or concentric planes of ex- 
istence, are not independent of each other, 
but conjoined successively by this inte- 
rior association, in one inconceivably vast 
chain of being. God, the most Divine 
Life, is thus en rapport with all creation, 
Dwelling in the inmost of all things, and 
through the “interiors” revealing and dis- 
closing His Divine Love and Wisdom in 
all spiritual and material nature,— 


“Lives through all life, extends through all 
extent, 


Spreads undivided, operates unspent.” 


. We are apt to think that because the 
intluences and agencies at work in this 
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Dear Brother Sunderland,—After hav- 
ing read the Univercuzluin, and particu- 
larly W. M. Fernald's view of the Bible, 
on the “Ministration of Departed Spirits,” 
&c., and after having carefully examined 
all the works of A. J. Davis, 1 felt as if I 
was in a new world! Understanding 
that Progression was a fixed law im all 
Nalure, embracing every particle of mat- 
ter, Г could discover a harmony in all the 
works of God; and mv soul was filled 
with gratitude to God for giving me my 
being, and my heart was filled with love 
to my fellow man. I could think, and let 
think; and instead of feeling enmity to- 
wards those in whom [ found antagon- 
isms to all that was lovely, [ could pity 
them, and rejoice that the law of Progres- 
sion would eventually bring them where 
they would be saved from all that was 
evil. 

And again, after having spent many 
happy hours, at several different times, in 

your house, where, in the presence of 
your daughter, [ witnessed many beauti- 
ful and consoling messages froin the spirits 
of the departed tu the surviving relatives— 
yea, the hearty greetings and expressions 
of love—intelligent and judicious commu- 
nications and statements of the happiness 
they enjoy, and the beauties of the spirit- 
home—their mission to man, and guar- 
dianship over friends, &c. Why, verily 
my heart beat with joy, and with a hopê 
that there woald not be a cloud to dark- 
en the era of spiritual communication 
and conjunction of the two worlds, which 
would bring, as I believed, the happy pe- 
riod so long desired by “kings and pro- 
phets.^ О, how my heart rejoiced, and 
how I loved the pioncers of the cause! 
—the Spiritual Philosopher, Spirit Mes- 
senger, and various writers. I did not 
then think that the caution, * Let there be 
no strife, for we are brethren,” would be 
necessary. The whole of the new phi- 
losophy teaches that as a first principle. 
Yet notwithstanding all this, I fear the 
very liberal opening of your columns, and 
the kind invitations you have given for 
the presentation of light on the subject, 
has been abused by some who have writ- 
ten, and who have thrown more darkness 
than light, and have injured the cause 
more than they have helped it. Witness 
the correspondence of M. D., Southamp- 
ton, Mass,, April 30th, with which five 
columns are occupied in attempting to 
bring the works of A. J. Davis into disre- 
pute, by misrepresentation of detached 
portions of the same, while in the whole 
he has not cast one ray of light on any 
subject. Every person who has read the 
Revelations of A. J. Davis, knows that the 
quotation of M. D., page 504. has reter- 
ence to one individualized Person as a 
Savior ; and at the eame time they know 
that his quotation from the Harmonia, in 
itself, makes a distinction from the first, 
by stating that Wisdom is the true Sa- 
vior; it being an attribute of the Divine 
Mind, and the embodiment of universal 
harmony, and shows how it operates to 
save; the spirit of which he says is im- 
manent in man. Indeed, I never before 
heard of any one’s thinking that Mr. D. 
had contradicted himself on that head. 
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Again, M. D. says that Davis objec- 
tion to Joshua's statement of the sun ‘and 
moon standing still, is peurile in the ez. 
treme, and enquires, alse often have 
schoolboys, virtually, with a couple of 


mirrors, made the sun to stand still in the | 
bottom of the deepest well, all day, if | 


they chose” Well, why will not M. D. 
employ some school boys to thus hold the 
sun still in the bottom of some deep well, 
for the space of a whole day, and then 
make out a record that there never was, 
bul once, such a day as that day? Then 
he can well tell us that the laws of Na- 
ture have not been interrupted, and his 
record should not be disputed. But 
enough of this. 

As to Mr. Davis, it is conceded on all 
hands, that he was but a poor, illiterate 
young man, possessing a mild and affec- 
tionate disposition; and that all the wis- 
dom he has exhibited in uttering so many 
philosophical and spiritual truths, were 
not of his own attainments, but by an in- 
terfusion from the higher spheres, he 
serving only asa vessel through which 
they were transmitted; and it is certain 
that truth transmitted through him, iuto 
his writings, has gladdened the hearts of 
thousands who have read the same with 
care, and has done much toward remov- 
ing infidelity from many powerful minds 
that had become befogged by the unrea- 
sonable and discordant theology of the 
day. His writings had also prepared the 
minds of all who adopted his views, to 
hail the era of spiritual communication 
with joy ; and it is also certain that if he 
has not presented a theory without blem- 
ish, he has presented a more perfect and 
consistent one than had ever been pre- 
sented before. | 

I would acknowledge that under exist- 
ing circumstances, and the natural ten- 
dency that some persons fave to idolize 
a person by whom they have been en- 
lightened, and to make such a one a 
standard for all, a “caution” against such 
things was necessary ; but when that had 
been given in kindness, why should any 
man mount the rostrum, and not only 


attempt to bring the whole works of A. J. | 


Davis into disrepute, but to injure the 
feelings of humanity, of which he is ac- 
knowledged to be possessed, and all this 
with no other apparent object than to ex- 
hibit the gladiator. 

I love truth for truth’s sake. I rever- 
ence truth equally alike, whether I find 
it in the Bible or almanac—whether in 
the writings of Swedenborg, or A. J. Da- 
vis, or any one else. J lave no particu- 
lar religious creed to advocate, excepting 
the law of kindness—loving our neigh- 
bors as ourselves, and doing to others as 
we would have them do to us. And I 
am sensible that no good cause can pros- 
per where selfishness and unkindness are 
tolerated; neither can truth prosper in 
the hands of any who would set up any 
one individual as a standard for all truth, 
whether such individual be A. J. Davis, 
Swedenborg, or any other. 

It seems that Divine Wisdom, for some 
purpose, has perinitted the manifestations 
of the spiritual world to appear discord- 
ant and unsatisfactory in regard to {ruth 
and goodness, in soine cases; and when 
this is seized uponand represented in the 
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blackest form possible, ав is done by your 
correspondent; M. D., who would make 
out that such spirits are devils, and wonld 
be murderers if they could, we feel dis- 
gusted at such a rigmarole of nonsense 
and misrepresentation, W hen I вау We, 1 
mean all our circle that read the Spirit 
World. Avain, this seeming discordance 
is looked upon by *Olüf аз proving that 
there can be no’ reliance placed upon 
any spiritual communication; and thus 
the field is open for those attached to the 
New Church views to bring up Sweden- 
borg’s writings as a standard; and they 
would have us think that without such a 
work as our compass, helm, and rudder, 
we shall certainly be shipwrecked; and 
of course, if we adopt his writings as 
containing all the truth, and nothing but 
the truth, in regard to the spiritual world, 
we must adopt all his theory in regard to 
the hells, and the retrogression of spirits 
to all eternity. Now, the mass of Swe- 
cenborg’s testimony, (as quoted by writers 
in the Spirit World,) is that spirits are 
not to be depended on—that he (Sweden- 
borg) was not taught by any spirit, “but 
by the Lord himself, alone.” Well, then, 
why not let all communications from 
spirits go for nothing, or at least except 
falses and deceptions, and nothing else? 
Notwithstanding the many philosophical 
truths that Swedenborg has uttered, I am 
impressed that there is now anew era 
opening upon the world, in the which no 
church theory that is now extant will 
gain a precedence, and that this is the 
last struggle that each sect is making to 
establish its peculiar views. 


it manifested by writers, that I have made 


the foregoing remarks. I now come to 
the question I proposed to ask, which is 
the following: 

Is Progression a fixed law in Nature, 
embracing a!] worlds, and including every 
particle of 1natter—or is it not? Why, 
then, if it is, the next sphere of existence 
for man, being on the ascending scale, 
will be better than the present; if man 
has become an individualized being here, 
and passes into the next sphere, he will 
retain his individuality there; if he is 
destined to improve, or gain knowledge 
by experience here, he will certainly 
know more there. There can be no pro- 
gressing backwards. If, then, we believe 
in the guardianship of our departed 
friends, of what avail would it be to us, 
unless they knew more than we do?— 
And if, when they come to us in that ca- 
pacity, they assume all our fallacies, 
phantasies, and falses, insomuch that 
they believe themselves to be the identi- 
cal person they are attendant on, (as we 
are informed is the case, by quotations 
from Swedenborg,) what a life they live! 
They live over again, instead of being 
delivered from the troubles of this lite ; 
and there is not a person in this life so 
much of a fool as not to know that he was 
not the same person with whom lie wished 
to communicate. 

I once, when in conversation with what 
I believed to be the spirit of a beloved 
son, asked him if he would be glad when 
{ had got through my labors here, and 
was with him, and was answered in the 
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affirmative by loud and thrilling raps! 
And from what I received from a number 
of my departed friends, of the happiness 
and felicity they enjoyed, I was led to 
think that Ё should be glad myself. But 
if all the representations quoted froin 
Swedenborg’s works are true, [ had rather 
stay here. I think I could be of more 
use to some whom my affections might 
lead me to visit; and I should not be 
obliged to assume their phantasies, falses, 
and follies, and thus stain my own spirit. 

I believe these things are not so.— 
Many of Swedenborg’s representations 
in regard to the spiritual world, fall far 
short of the truth. He was but a man; 
and although in advance of the age he 
lived in, yet I have never seen any proof 
adduced that he enjoyed any greater and 
more certain facilities for getting at the 
truth, in regard to such things, than шапу 
with whom Гат acquainted. It is said 
he conversed with spirits ; so it is said of 
many in our day. He declared he was 
not taught by any spirit, “but by the 
Lord." So many persons would make us 
think of themselves; but where is the 
proof? But it may be said that the great 
proot that Swedenborg was right, 1з in 
experience, for we find in the spiritual 
manifestations the same confusion, mali- 
cious and lying spirits, professing to be 
“Sam Slick,” and the “Devil,” and even 
down to the spirit of a dog. Ah! is not 
this the great stumbling stone? Or is it 
possible that all the remarkable develope- 
ments of our day are destined only to es- 
tablish the views of the New Church? 
They can certainly tend to nothing high- 
er, if the ground now taken is correct. 
To all such views I must demur. 


I lament the innate tendency in man to | 


seize upon every new developement in 
spiritual things to build up some favorite 
theory; and [ can easily conceive that 
all this seeming confusion and contradic- 
tion in what is called spiritual communi- 
cations, is a JUDICIAL operation, necessa- 
ry to confound and bring to nought this 
inordinate propensity, not only as mani- 
fested in those who would call the an- 
cient apostles to their aid to make out 
their views, but even the New Church- 
men, who have been as forward as any 
to appropriate the whole to their advan- 
tage, by calling up Swedenborg. Yea, І 
can more easily 


ition state the world is now in, in the 


believe that in the trans- | 


THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


| 
| 


| 


which the old heaven is passing away, | 


Divine Wisdom has permitted even the 
spirit of a dog to “answer a fool accord- 
ing to his folly,” than f can believe that 


we аге to have nothing better than the | 
present confusion. I firinly believe that an | 


era is dawning that will bring a state of 
sociely for man which the New Church (or 
Old Church) could never do, were its doc- 


trines received by every individual inhab- | 
itant of the globe, and that God will then | 


have vindicated the character of the sec- 
ond sphere to be higher than the first, so 
that it shall seem desirable; and when 


man shall universally love his fellow man, | 
and shall have progressed so furas not to | 
suffer from fear that his brother will make | 


an idol, especiaily if he has one of his 
own. 
But to the question: If eternal pro- 


universe, from the lowest to a higher, then 
the doctrine of total depravity, eternal 


punishment and vicarious sacrifice, de- | 


monology, &e., is not true, They cannot 
stand together, nor will either stand for 
this world, anless it be true for all the 
worlds. K. WALKER. 
Portsmouth, N. H., May 25th. 
== > 


SPIRIT MESSAGES. 
BY 8. F. CHENEY. 


Much has been said, in various places, 
in regard to what js called spiritual rap- 
pings, and much more need be said and 
done before the public, generally, can or 
will appreciate the great value of the 
truths which are being revealed to us in 
this mysterious way. I have had much 
experience in this way, during the last 
six months—have listened with the great- 
est attention and interest to these myste- 
rious sounds, at least two hours in the 


twenty-four, and am perfectly satisfied | 


that they come from some source of intel- 


ligence foreign to ourselves; and any | 


person with the same opportunities, must, 
I think, have come to the same conclu- 
sion. 

Much has been said at other places, 
about 
spirits. 


Of such I know nothing. I 


speak now, of what I do know, and feel | 
impressed to state that all which has been | 


revealed to us in this way, whether it be 


in the presence of persons of high attain- | 
ments or low, of professors or skeptics, of | 


virtuous or vicious characters, (as we term 


thein,) has been perfectly harmonious and | 


beautiful in every respect, just as we 
might expect when the spiritual vision 
was open to the light of truth. By this I 
do not wish to be understood that all spir- 
its are equally intelligent or happy, for 


| they iuvariably inform us otherwise ; and 


bere I will give you an answer of a spirit 
to the question,— 

How many degrees of happiness are 
there in the spirit world ? 

.15 many degrees of happiness as there 
are degrees of goodness. 

I have always been particularly careful 
during these spiritual interviews, to under- 


stand their views in regard to the effect | 


of sin committed in this world, on the 


| spirit in the world to come, and do under- 
stand that any deviation from God's laws | 


will retard our progress and mar our hap- 
piness in the spirit world; and hence 
they enjoin upon us the precepts and ex- 


amples of our Saviour,as invariable rules | 


of observance. They likewise declare 
themselves to be near us, taking an inter- 
est in our welfare, and striving to mani- 
fest themselves to us, saying, Prepare to 
receive the truth. 

I have in my possession a large amount 


of messages, as spelled cut’ by the spirits | 


of our departed friends, at different times 
and places, all of which are most beauti- 


fully harmonious and consistent, such as | 


never caine from huinan ingenuity. Some 
of these messages, of a most striking and 
Christian character, recently given at the 


house of William B. Whitney, I now of- | 


fer to your readers for their considera- 
tion. 
The circle being ready, questions were 


gression isa fixed law throughout the | first put by Mrs. Lee: 


the discordant or inharmonious | 


— 


| “Has my daughter Caty a communica- 
| tion for her mother? (Raps.) 
| The alphabet was repeated, and the 
| following message was spelled out,— 
| “Mother, I arn happy to meet you in 
this way, althongh I am invisible to your 
| eyes, Раш glad to see you have faith, 
that we may communicate with cach 
other,” 
“Will Caty answer other questions 7” 
“i will answer your questions —any you 
may ask." 
“Do you believe in my faith 2? 
| “J believe you have faith in Сой?” 
*Are there any in this circle of my 
| faith 7” 
| Raps. 
| “Who are they 7? 
| “They all have the same faith in God.” 
| “Do you believe my views in theology 
| correct г? 
| No raps—meaning a negative reply. 
| “Will you give us your opinion +” 
| Yes. God is ever ready to forgive 
| erring mortals. If you could behold the 
| spirit of God pervading all things, as I 
| now do, you would not doubt the impar- 
| tial goodness of God to ail ef his chil- 
| dren.” $ 
| Questions by Mrs. Whitney.—“Is the 
| spirit of our sister, Maria, present 7 
| (Raps. 
| “Can Maria give some information of 
| the sphere which she is in.” 
|. “No language can express the joy and 
beauties I behold in this, the spirit world.” 
| Questions by Mrs. Lee—Does Caty 
| belicve in Jesus Christ as a Saviour ?? 
| (Raps. 
| “How is Jesus our Saviour 7” 
| “Ву obeying His precepts and follow- 
ing His examples; do unto others as you 
| would have others do unto you; live in 
| harmony with one another, forgiving all 
| their oifences. Has not our Saviour 
| taught you that 2 
| "Will my daughter Caroline give us 
| message 2" 
“This is a beautiful field of progres- 


a 


| sion.” 
| “Is the spirit of my first husband, Mr. 
| Edwards, present 2” 
| (Raps) 
| “Will you give me a message ?” 
| “Fam glad to meet you here—we find 
| a happy home.” 
| “Have you a message for your son? 
| *Persevere in all good works.” 
| “Is the spirit of our mother present 2” 
| (Raps. 
| “Wall she give us a message $” 

“I am glad to see you take an interest 
in the spirit world.” 

Athol, Mass., March 22, 1851. 


—Ihite Flag. 


A man in health ought always to rise 
| from the table with some appetite. If 
| either the body or the mind be less fit for 
action after eating than before, that is, if 
| the man be less fit either for labor or study 
| he has exceeded the proper quantity. 


| 
I 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Some sensible chap truly says, that а 

| Person who tries to raise himself by scan- 

| dalizing others, might just as well sit 

| down on a wheelbarrow and try to wheel 
himself. 
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From the Boston Investigator. 
MORE INFIDEL TESTIMONY. 


Having been a subscriber for your pa- 
pera number of years, I suppose it will 
not be doubted that Lam Infidel, according 
to the general meaning of the term. I 
have always been. kuown as such by my 
personal friends and acquaintances, and, 
as such, I address you at this time ona 
subject that is new, and somewhat as- 
tonishing. I refer to the spiritual mani- 
festations termed © rappings," ќе. 

By your paper, I think I perceive a 
disposition on your part, and that of your 
correspondents, to treat the subject with 
ridicule. But the manifestations are of 
such a nature, that I think you will be 
obliged to take a different course, or sur- 
render a part ef your motto, at the head 
of your paper, especially “ Justice—Hear 
all sides,” е. I have been admitted to 
hear the sounds or rappings, as they are 
termed. I heard them, conversed with 
them, and received answers coming from 
sone responding intelligence, whether 
* spirits ” or not [ do not know. 1 receiv- 
ed responses from what claimed to be the 
spirit of my mother, to questions put audi- 
bly, and also to a great number of mental 
questions. The responses came very 
plain, distinet, and in the right time, in 
answer to my mental questions ; and were 
very satisfactory, some of them being test 
questions. As for any- collusion, or fraud 
being practised, I am sure there was 
none. It was in the day time, there was no 
medium present from abroad, no magic-cir- 
cle, or machinery of any kind in the room. 

The sounds appeared to be near the 
centre of a common dining table, without 
anything being upon it, or under it. No 
person sat so as to touch the table in any 
manner; besides, the characters of all 
present were above suspicion. It is no 
show got ap to make money, for no money 
is asked or received. The investigation 
has-been conducted by the best minds 
(out of the church) that there is in the 
country, in order to test the subject, and 
arrive at truth. So much of the spiritual 
theory as pertains to the mere fact of 
rapping, is settled beyond controversy in 
my mind, and also in the minds of all 
candid and disinterested persons who 
have examined the subject. It is not a 
mere matter of opinion, but the existence 
af a fact,—a fact, too, palpable to the 
senses. Now what we want is, that these 
facts should be met candidly, and ex- 
plained in such a manner, as will be satis- 
factory to all concerned. Ridicule may 
be used by any one, but it is no argument, 
and will not answer the purpose to satisty 
people in this case. 

If some of your able correspondents 
would give ns a scientific explanation, 
without giving their assertions for “ fact, 
demonstration,” it would be well receiv- 
ed. That there may be impositions prac- 
tised in producing the sounds, in many 
places, is not improbable ; chat these may 
be detected easily, is very likely; that 
men of straw may be easily demolished, 
when manufactured for the purpose, we 
all admit. But all this will not satisfy 
those that are sure they have not been 
imposed upon, and know of no physical 
cause whereby the sounds are made. 


= 
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{am much astonished at some articles 
that have appeared in the Investigator, 
claiming this to be a part of the Christian 
superstition, for none but Liberals are en- 
gaged in the experiments and investiga- 
tions that are going on in these parts. 
The church hate it as they do their 
imaginary * Evil One.” And the clergy 
denounce it from the pulpit as the worst 
kind of Infidelity. They fear it may be 


demonstrated to be true, which would up- | 


set the old theology, and their occupation 
would be gone. 
Yours truly, 
SiLAs CROCKER. 
Shalersville, (Portage Co.,) Ohio, t 
April 18, 1851. 


TESTIMONY. 


We do sincerely believe the “ Spirit 
Rappings," as they are commonly called 
are of spiritual origin, and possess an in- 
telligence of a high order; for we know 
that they will answer mental questions as 
readily as vocal. We have these mani- 
festations at our own house, and on many 
occasions, when we have been in a rooin 
alone, where there was no possibility of 
imposition or collusion, they have come, 
knocked on the table, and spelt out 
words of consolation that we would not 
part with for all this world contains. On 
the very evening that we were writing 
this article, our little girl, a child of seven 
years old, who was sitting at the table 
with us, asked the spirit of her mother, 
who died some four years since, if she 
would spell soinething for her, as she had 
never yet done so. The response was 
quick and loud, and on referring to the 
alphabet, she spelt out to her—* God will 
watch over wy child.” 

What more beautiful and holy sentence 
could a mother have written. And to 
convince us of their presence and power, 
they have moved a centre table to and 
fro, so that no one could be mistaken 
in regard to the presence of an invisible 
agency. 

A friend of ours cautions us not to ad- 
mit anything into the columns of our 
paper in regard to the “ Spiritual Rap- 
pings,” lest we thereby offend and lose 
some of our subscribers. For what! For 
publishing what we know to be true—and 
knowing, dare mairitain? There may be 
a difference of opinion, and we ask no 
man to believe until he has investigated 
the subject, without prejudice, and with a 
desire to come at the truth,—for we have 
no other motive, and we are not one to 
believe that a man will suffer, in the end, 
for maintaining the truth. As an inde- 
pendent and public journalist, we shall 
ever endeavor to write with a strict regard 
to the truth.— Star Spangled Banner. 


‚ А great mass of facts tend to estab- 
lish the opinion that the American Indians 
are a distinct race of people. 


Insects breathe through holes or pores 
on each side of every segment of the ab- 
domen, called spiracular. 


The gall fly forms the gall nuts on 
trees and plants, by its eggs and young; 
and the gad fly does the same in the 
skins of cattle. 


OPINION OF A LIQUOR SELLER. 

Something very like the following dia- 
logue took place recently, between a citi- 
zenof the State of Ct., who owned a large 
tavern stand and had been for years en- 
gaged in the liquor selling business, and 
a friend of his. We will call the liquor 
seller Mr. S., the town W., and the 
friend Mr. Q. | 

Q.— Friend S., you seem to be making 
pretty extensive repairs on your buildings. 
Do you think the prospect of business 


-here will warrant such an outlay ? 


S.—Warrant it, no! If I calculated to 
continue here in, the old business, I would 
not expend a cent. It would not pay. 
I am fixing up to sell. Ў 

Q.—Why neighbor, I ат quite surpri- 
sed at this freak of yours. A decided 
majority of the citizens of the town are 
in favor of havinz liquor sold, and certan- 
ly you do not lack for patronage at present, 
if I am rightly informed! 

S.—No. But it cannot be so long 
Lecturers are continually haranguing the 
people on the character and effects of the 
liquor business, and although they stretch 
a point now and then for effect, yet they 
tell a good deal of truth too, and the peo- 
ple believe it. The little boys attend the 
temperance meetings, and hear the stories 
of the lecturers, and when they go home 
they repeat them to their mothers. Their 
mothers tell them “it is all true,” and of 
couise the boys set them down as fixed 
facts, for “mother says it’s true.” Nowa 
few years will convert these boys into 
men, to voters, law-makers, &c., and the 
man who cannot see, that when that time 
comes, the liquor business will be stopped, 
is a fool. 

Had we listened to that dialogue we 
should have been sufficiently Methodis- 
tical to have responded a hearty amen! 


INGENUITY oF PARISIAN THIEVES.— 
Two well dressed persons stopped on 
Tuesday evening, between nine and ten 
o'clock, before the shop of a grocer, nam- 
ed Cioton, Rue de Normandie at. Bercy, 
and burst into loud laughter. “I tell you 
that I will do it,” said one. “TIl bet you 
five francs you do not," said the other. 
“Done, I take the bet.” Both then enter- 
ed the shop. “Do you sell treacle >” said 
the first. “Yes, gentlemen,” said the 
grocer. “Give me two pounds of it.” 
“Have you vessels to put it in?" “No; 
but put it here.” “What! in your hat?" 
“Pour it in; it’s fora wager. The gro- 
cer took the hat, placed it in the scale, 
and, much amused at the idea, poured in- 
to it two pounds weight of treacle. “There’s 
the money,” said the purchaser, and he 
threw down a five france piece. The 
grocer began to count the change, when 
the man said, “Pardon me, sir, but your 
treacle has a queer smell" “It’s very 
good I assure you.” *No,smellit." The 
grocer put down his head to the hat, and 
at the same moment the customer, by a 
rapid movement, thrust the man's head 
into the hat, and as the grocer instantly 
raised his head, the customer knocked the 
hat over his eyes. The other Man then 
plunged his hand into the till, and scized 
a handful of money, about thirty francs, 
Doth got clear off before the unfortunate 
grocer could give the alarm. 
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CLOSE OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


“Like travellers, when they see their native soil, 
Writers rejoice to terminate their toil,” 


The prospeetus of this paper was issued 
in April, 1560, and the first number pub- 
lished in June following. At that time, 
there was not one family known through- 
eut the New England States, where “re- 
sponses'' from the spiritual world had been 
made to questions put by mortals. ‘Man- 
ifestations" had been made from spirits, 
from time immemorial, but we refer now to 
answers given by spirits to man’s external 
senses. Excepting the Fox family, anda 
very few others in the State of New York, 
we are not informed that these responses 
had been witnessed in any part, either of 
- these United States or of the whole world, 
at the time the publication of this paper 
was commenced. 

But what is the state of the case at the 
present time? Are these strange things 
confined, now, to one or two families in 
Western New York? Nay, there is, per- 
haps, scarcely one of the Eastern, Middle, 
Northern, or Western States, where they 
have not been witnessed, since ‘the first 
number of this paper was sent out, broad- 
cast over the land. It is stated by our op- 
ponents that there cannot be less than one 
thousand media,in different localities, at 
present, throughout the country, and that 
the number of those who receive these 
things for what they purport to be, cannot 
fall short of twenty-five thousand ! 
at such a time as this, it may truly be asked, 
“What hath God wrought ?" 

Spiritual manifestations, in answer to 
questions, are now made, not in New Eag- 
land merely, but in most of the localities, 
East, West, North, and South, where any 
special interest has been felt or shown in 
the circulation of this paper. How like 
learen this subject has diffused 
throughout all the sinuosities of society. It 
has attracted superior minds—has arrested 
the attention of the pulpit and the press. 
It has uttered a voice that has penetrated 
the dark caverns of ruperstition, and awak- 
ened the entire external world from the 
slumbers of ages! Yes, indeed, the 
“small,” “faint,” “muffled rap," made upon 
the table, or the floor, has echoed and re- 
echoed till its reverberations have pierced 


itself | 


the cold ear of skepticism, and wrung from | 


atheistic lips a willing confession to the 
truth of IMMORTALITY ! 
“Angel visits are" 


| 


| possibly avoid it. 
| left to me, 1 solemnly declare that my con- 
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the dark." О, no! Hope for the future ! 
Hope, not for myself alone, but for the 
whole human race! And if the pages of 
this paper may have assisted mortals to a 
better understanding of the spiritual and 
immortal—if it may have been the means 
of bringing the external and spiritual into a 
more intimate relationship—if friends in 
this world have thus been enabled to renew 
their sweet communings with the spirits of 
the loved ones long since **departed"— 
then have my labors secured for me a rich 
reward, indeed. 

Ask the phrenologist if the editor of this 
paper ever saw the time when he did not, 
could not labor! And, during the past 
year, ask the angels or spirits if he has not 
toiled early and late forthein! Ever vigi- 
lant, ever ready, ever devoted to this single 
aim, by night and by day. Not for him- 
self—not, I hope, from any motive that I 
shall not be willing to have written upon 
the broad heavens, at noon-day, and known 
to the whole universe of God! ‘Good- 
ness, Justice, and Truth." This has been 
my motto, if I know my own heart. And 
as sclfish as any human being inay have 
been supposed to b^, who has been con- 
nected with this cause, such is my utter 
loathing of what has been called *catch- 
penny affairs," that I would not inflict 
these remarks upon my readers, if [ could 
But, no alternative being 


nection with this cause has cost me over 
one thousand dollars, to say nothing of my 
time and labors for the past year, which 


| have been given gratuitously, as my friends 
Surely, | 


in this city know, and will testify, if need 
be. 

And now, shall the good I would do, be 
prevented by the slanderous representations 
of thoughtless people, who know nothing 
of these facts, and who feel no sympathy 
for the cause to which [ have devoted my 
time, my talents, and my all of this world ? 

A friend of the Harmonial Philosophy 
made the following remark to me: That 
the recent spiritual manifestations had very 
көлү enlarged his views of man's capacity, 


th for good and for evil; and that while 
E does not, and never did, believe in total 
depravity, he had for a long time been 
most deeply impressed with a sense of the 
extremes of evil, in which men are often 
found. And of course, these must be seen 
the more distinctly from contrast. As we 
see goodness very high above, so it often 
makes more manifest the degrees in which 
others fall below it; 
they are evil. And then again, as we be- 


and hence we say 


not, now, “few and | | come susceptible of spiritual influences, we 


far between.” The future life is not a | must feel the antagonisms which arise from 


matter of dark uncertainty. Death is no 
ee er ee 


contrasts with those who are in the spheres 
below. 


It may be CUL mU c NEP E Ter LL a г ee ee, eee these reasons that we, with 
others, have suffered so much from cal- 
umny during the past year. Conscious of 
meaning well—of wishing evil to no human 
being—loving Goodness and Truth as we 
love life and a happy immortality—know- 
ing that we have not designedly uttered 
one untruthful or unkind word of any being 
in the whole universe of God—it is not, 
perhaps, mysterious that many of the slan- 
ders uttered about us and our innocent 
family, should seem to be so very ma- 
lignant. And whether their. depravity 
would be mitigated at all, if we were to go 
into a detail of all the circumstances in- 
volved in some of these calumnies, is a 
question we could not stop here to test. 
Suffice it to say, I have had heavy burdens 
to bear, severe duties to perform, formida- 
But under 
all the circumstances have done the best I 
could, and regret nothing l have said or 
suffered in this cause. My labors are now 
before the inhabitants of the two spheres, 
whom I have honestly, and with undeviat- 
ing fidelity, endeavored faithfully to serve. 
This paper speaks for itself, and the verdict 
yet to be pronounced on my mission, can 
but be gratifying to me. 


ble difficulties to contend with. 


1 know very well what would have ren- 
dered this paper more acceptable to secta- 
rians and exclusionists, whether in this 
world or the next. 


Had I, at any time, affirmed one purely 
sectariun dog ma—or had I assumed a little 
more of the conservative, and so excluded 
free discussion from these columns, I can 
easily see how it would have swelled the 
list of subscribers, and made the editor quite 
an oracle, perhaps. 
did not require. In maintaining, therefore, 
afree and independent paper, devoted to 
the wants of the spiritual world, 1 have 
acted consistently with the promise made 
in my prospectus, and yielded even and ex- 
act justice to all. 


But this his mission 


And now 1 have finished my labors for 
the year, and shall wait a reasonable time 
for responses to the call for Prgpoxs for 
the future. 
in; and the next three weeks will afford 
sufficient time for our friends to signify to 
me what they will do. 

Never was more sincere love felt for any 


A few have already been sent 


paper than has been expressed for the 
Spirit World by a host of friends, froin 
nearly every State ín the Union. It has 
readers in the extreme South and West— 
readers in the Canadas, and in England, 
even. But whether among them all will 
be found a sufficient number to do the 
WORK necessary to keep it in existence an- 
other year, or not, a few weeks will be 
sufficient to determine, 
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GUARDIAN SPIRITS. 

That the spirits of our deceased relatives 
become our guardian angels, is a doctrine 
believed by different classes of human be- 
ings, from the earliest ages of the world: 
Multitudes, indeed, who reject the writings 
of Swedenborg, in respect to the philoso- 
phy of the other spheres, nevertheless cher- 
ish the belief that they are the objects of 
paternal care, on the part of the angels who 
are good and true. 

To all, of every class, who receive the 
general idea of “guardian spirits,” it may, 
perhaps, be interesting to read a few re- 
marks from one occupying the position we 
do, upon this most interesting subject.— 
Having now, for one year, been in what he 

believes to be open and constant inter- 
course with the spiritual world, he may be 
permitted to express what, to him, seems to 
be true upon it. But, bear in mind, gentle 
reader, no dogmatism—no “ех cathedra" 
announcements in this paper. It you do 
not find that which is uttered, to be truth- 
ful, after due examination, reject it. The 
term *guardian" would seem to express the 
relation which the spirits now under notice 
hold to us, and hence the offices they per- 
form for us. And to guard and guide us 
they inust, of course, be always near to us. 
They do for us what our spiritual necessi- 
ties require, and what we cannot do for 
ourselves. The work is spiritual. It may 
sometimes extend into the external or phys- 
ical. But what they do is not only done 
for our own spirits, but it is done by spirit- 
ual friends and with spiritual hands. 
Now,it is well known that an unfailing 
characteristic in the spiritual manifestations 
treated of in this paper, is the paternal dis- 
position manifested by the spirits, from first 
to last. The first manifestations are from 
our own “guardian spirits." These spirits 
are, or were, members of our own families. 
They were our relatives. And the free- 
ness, the promptness, with which they re- 
spond to,our questions, always corresponds 
with the degree of love that exists between 
those in the body and the spirits who have 
left it. We have seen this fact illustrated, 
and we may say demonstrated, many, 
The “bereaved 
husband," whose intense love for the spirit 


many, very many times. 


of his wife has drawn him from a distance 
to enjoy the heavenly privilege of convers- 
ing with her, gets loud and explicit answers 
to all the questions propounded from love. 
And thus with the other relations of life. 
Again: It is well known that these spir- 
its, purporting to be our guardian angels, 
have always and everywhere testified that 
those who are the first to respond to mor- 
tals here, will be the first to meet us upon 
the threshold of that other world, when 
we, like them, shall pass through the pro- 


cess of death. And now,if we are ina 
state of mind to admit these representations, 
we may perceive the force and beauty of 
the following corresponding analogies: 

J. The child looks to its. guardian for 
information as well as guidance. It is the 
office of parent to impart both. "Thus we 
get our first knowledge of the spiritual 
world from our guardian spirits, precisely 
the same as the child gets his first views of 
this external world from his parents, or 
those of his family that are nearest to him. 

2. After death, on entering the spiritual 
world, we are dependent upon the guidance 
of our own immediate guardian spirits. 
And is not this most desirable to one and 
all? On entering a strange place, about 
which we have had doubts and most dis- 
tressing fears, what could be more agreea- 
ble to us than to be met on the threshold 
by those whom we know and love the 
best? What else could so quickly dispel 
our fears, so fully inspire us with hope, and 
give us a feeling of security and pleasure, 
as the presence of those whom we know 
and love? Мау, more; to find those whom 
we had loved the most in this world, the 
nearest to us in that? We should bear in 
mind, that though the other world is peo- 
pled with myriad millions more than this, 
our transition into that spirit sphere does 
not make us feel at home there, without our 
own family, any more than we feel at home 
here, when surrounded by strangers. Be- 
fore we can feel at home, anywhere, we 
must become more or less acquainted.— 
And if you enter a strange place, where 
you have no acquaintance with any one, it 
may take you a long while before you may 
feel perfectly contented. "This want of an 
acquaintance or friend in a strange place, 
contributes much to that state of mind 
known under the term *home-sick."- And 
if spirits could be supposed to be “earth- 
sick," or desirous of coming back again to 
mortality, this must be supposed to be the 
reason. They went into the spiritual world, 
of which they had no previous knowledge: 
a state where they found no near friend 
with’ whom to take “sweet counsel." lIn- 
deed, we do not see how the conviction 
can be avoided by any who believe in a 
spiritual world at all,that when persons 
enter it, who had no previous knowledge 
either of its nature or its inhabitants, it is 

not so happy a world to them, as it must be 
after they become more acquainted with it ; 
nor so agreeable to them, on entcring, as it 
must be to those whose friends are all there, 
and who are so well acquainted with its 
nature and laws, as to live in constant long- 
ing for its enjoyments? What else was 
meant in those oft-quoted words, “These all 
died in faith, (belief of what they would 
enjoy in the spiritual world,) not having 
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(already) received (or entered that world) 
the promise (of a future spiritual existence) 
but having seen (that state in the future, 
their hope was excited, by which they an- 
ticipated their future home, in the spirit 
land, an inheritance which they could never 
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realize while) on this earth.” 
always been. 


Thus it has 
Those who know the inost 
of that *land of promise," exercise the 
most patience in the journey which leads 
to its possession. 


- —————— 


Discorpant Movements.—Thus we 
denominate all those motions of the so- 
called spiritual mediums who manifest con- 
vulsive or irregular movements. Shaking, 
jumping, leaping, falling down, convulsive 
movements of the muscles and limbs, should 
never be encouraged. They come from 
discord in the nervous ‘system, or from the 
influence of discordant spirits. True, these 
irregular movements may be mixed up with 
some good and truthful developements ; but 
we should remember that the good may be 
had without the evil. 

Whatever is irregular, angular, or con- 
vulsive, implies imperfection. The throes 
of nature indicate infancy. Persons highly 
susceptible to spiritual influences are often 
liable to discordant manifestations, and their 
want of information rendérs them unable to 
distinguish between the angular and the 
circular or harmonious. Pleased with the 
idea of having spiritual manifestations of 
any kind, they do not consider that alleged 
spiritual manifestations, which are mixed 
up with various nervous and irregular phe- 
nomena, cannot be either very elevated or 
reliable. 

We have, during the last three months, 
seen a number of so-called spiritual media, 
who were subject to irregular convulsive 
movements; and scarcely one of them af- 
forded any evidence to show that they were 
reliable for purely spiritual communica- 
tions, unmixed with human or nervous 
phenomena. 


Pracranisw.— The most bare-faced plag- 
iarism we have met with in a long time, we 
noticed in the last week's number of the 
Spirit World. “J. H.," writing from Ban- 
gor, Me., publishes, as original, some beau- 
tiful lines entitled * Gone." We turned to 
page 163 of Sweet's Elocution, and there, 
under the title of “ A Beautiful Gem," by 
E. K. Hervey, found J. H.'s original 
lines.— Banner of the Times. 

That poetry was sent us as original, but 
this term was added by the editor. We 
have been served in this way once or twice 
before. See Vol. 1, page 65, “ Humility.” 
Somnambulists, we know, do sometimes 
repeat, as original, what they have * bor- 
rowed,” and they do so, it may be, without 
being aware of it. The piece of poetry, 
* Nothing good shall ever perish,” (Vol. 1, 
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page 31,) I often heard repeated by a young 
lady somnambulist in her “ superior condi- 
tion," in this city, during the winter of 1850, 
many times, as original; that is, when 
questioned where she got it, she said, “it 
caine to me," she ** did not know that she 
ever read it any where." And, in Pathe- 
tism, (edition of 1847,) page 145, another 
piece of poetry may be found which the 
same “clairvoyant” repeated to me about 
She 
said it was original as far as she knew, but 


my children in the spiritual world. 


it was not original, it having been published 
But 


neither of the above cases would seem to 


some months before she repeated it. 


be so **bare-faced " as the plagiarism of 
the Rev. Daniel Wise, a Methodist Episco- 
pal minister, who appropriated the title 
( Christian Love ") and substance of a lit- 
tle book 1 published in 1837. 
the plagiarism committed by this “ Rev. 
gentleman, to the editor of the Mcthodist 
paper in this city, Zion's Herald, but he 
declined publishing it, as he did not think 


] pointed out 


that such a case of theft should be exposed 
iu the public papers. 
—€——————— 
PLEDGES ron Tu E Srriu's PAPER !—A 
few weeks are left, in which there will be 
ample time for all to make the necessary 
efforts for the continuance of this paper 
Will these efforts be made ? 
Will the friends—those who love the cause 


another year. 


this paper is designed to plead—take hold 
of the work, and do it up immediately ? 
Why not send your name with a pledge of 
You will re- 
ceive six copies of the paper, sent to your ad- 


five dollars, immediately ? 


dress ; and between this and the first week 
in July, when the third volume will com- 
mence, you can find five friends who will 
receive the paper from you, and pay you 
back the money. Or, suppose you invest 
this amount in this paper, for the good of 
the cause? What is one dollar, or five? 
Others, as poor as you arc, have given, not 
five only, but fives, and tens, and even 
hundreds of dollars ! 


they have labored as hard to carn, as you 


Yes, hundreds, which 
have done, yourself? The work is noble ! 
The assistance is heavenly. 
Divine. 
Truth, and sure! 
mortality ! 
why I cannot commence another year's la- 


Its original is 
The reward is Goodness, Justice, 
A blissful, glorious im- 
I have explained the reasons 


bors without previous assurances of support 
from ‘a sufficient number of subscribers. 
Having published and edited this paper for 
one year, ata heavy expense, which has 
not been met by receipts from subscribers, 
I ain not in a condition to carry the burden 
longer alone. Hence 1 now call on Ше 
external world to respond to the wants of 
the spiritual. And sure 1 aim, that if the 
Subject be ugderstood and duly appreciated 
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by mortals, corresponding with the love 
which labors in the spheres above, to attract 
them, the third volume of the Spirit World 
will make its appearance, without fail, the 
first or second week in the approaching 
month of July. 


ExrLANATION.—We ask for no remit- 
tances of money for the third volume, until 
the first number is issued. And that num- 
ber will not appear till we receive what is 
equivulent to three hundred pledges of five 
dollars each. It is absolutely necessary 
for us to know, beforehand, what we may 
depend upon as to receipts from subscrib- 
,ers. We cannot procure the paper of the 
we have to 
order a large quantily to be made expressly 
for this publication. 


paper-maker, already made ; 


And thus, also, ar- 
rangements must be made for printing, for 
the year, as also for oflice rent, mailing, &c. 
And now, having fairly put this paper before 
the external world, for patronage, if they re- 
fuse it, we are content, having no ambition 
We have no unsettled 
accounts with the public, or with the heav- 


, to be disappointed, 
enly spheres. We have striven to do our 
duty; and in its performance have had a 
reward with which we feel perfectly satis- 
fied. The future will take care of itself. 


wee —— 


Opp NUMBERS.—-Any of our friends 
wishing specimen numbers of this. paper tor 
procuring subscribers, may be supplied by 
inaking known their desire to us. 

Some few of our subscribers may have 
the first six 
this volume, which we cannot now supply. 


failed to receive nuinbers of 
But as far as this deficiency may be paid by 
other odd numbers of the first or second 
volumes, we have supplied them. And 
perhaps a few may not have received 
(through the fault of the mail or otherwise) 
all to which they were entitled. If so, 
they will have the opportunity of bearing a 
sinall, very small, loss, similar in kind to 
that which some of their brethren have 
borne for this cause, which is a great one, 
indeed. 


LJ 
Mn. FEnNALD's Discourse of last week, 
on the “ Mediation of Christ,” requires the 
following corrections. 8th column, 10th line 
from top, for * immanifested Divine Grace," 
lith 
column, 28th line from top, for * source of 


read unmanifested Divine Essence. 


life and personification,” read source of life 
13th column, 12th and 
13th lines from bottom, for “awakening, 


and purification. 


glory, and power, of a new revelation, send- 
ing a current, a new joy,” read awakening 
power and glory of a new revelation, send- 
ing @ current of new joy. There are other 
minor errors, also unlawful libertics taken 
by somebody with the punctuation. 


————À eee. 
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“CRUEL SLANDERS.” —The false reports 
referred to by our friend H., of DeRuyter, 
М, Ү., in reference to our having realized 
money from the sittings held in our fam- 
ily, are cruel slanders. We explicitly con- 
tradieted thein in the Spirit World of April 
19th. 

Sorry, indeed, that we should be com- 
pelled to allude to this subject again, Hav- 
ing spent hundreds of dollars, that I had 
earned by hard toil, and not having yet re- 
ceived the first cent for all my labors dur- 
ing the past year, the candid must judge 
with what injustice these slanders are cir- 
culated. Brother Hill speaks of my friends 
as having been affected by these reports! 
Did they not read a contradiction of them 
in the Spirit World of April 19th? And 
how many times must I contradict such 
silly stories in order to retain the confi- 
dence of iny friends? 


-eoem > 5 


To Eptrors.—The present number of 
the Spirit World fulfils our obligations to 
those editors who published our prospectus 
as а condition on which we promised this 
paper to them for one year. 

The precious cause to which the Spirit 
World has been devoted, has been very 
much subserved by a large number of the 
papers upon our exchange list. Having 
become conscious of the blessed realities 
of the heavenly world, they have, we do not 
doubt, experienced a satisfaction in giving 
aid to this cause, which is better than silver 
or gold, or the sordid applause of sensual, 
сату minds. 


- ———— ——— — 


Lectures nv тик Eprrorn.—The editor 
of the Spirit World will be happy to deliv- 
er lectures in any localities casy of access, 
on the Harmonial Philosophy, in which he 
will give a truthful account of the “Myste- 
rious Manifestations” witnessed in his own 
family, during the past year, and other sim- 
ilar phenomena, which have excited во 
much attention throughout the country, во 
that the candid, of all parties, may discrim- 
inate between “imental hallucinations,” or 
deception and fraud, and absolute realities 
from the world of spirits. 

m лел EN 

Wesr Клхоогрн, Mass.—By desire of 
the friends of the Harmonial Philosophy, in 
this village, the editor gave a lecture on 
the Spiritual World, last Sunday afternoon, 
The 
hall was literally crowded, and some who 
came were unable to find admission. The 
audience seemed to be deeply interested, 


and we can but hope some good was done. 


to a large and attentive audience. 


This cause has many true and intelligent 
friends in this place. May they be multi- 
plied a thousand fold. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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EDUCATION, HEALTH. 


GOOD AND EVIL SPIRITS. 


A false theology has taught that there 
*is a vast separation between all spirits in, 


and those out of, the body—that the gulf | 


that separates them is a “dark valley ” 


which cannot be repassed by those who | 


have once groped their way through ; and 
the Styx has been supposed to be an 
altogether impassable stream. Neverthe- 
ress it has been argued that if they do or 
can return, they must necessarily be per- 


| 
| 


i 


gard to Jesus, and attempt to still further 
prolong the era of Christian irrationalisin. 

Here the question will arise, * why do 
not the spirits settle these questions thern- 
selves, and end the ditlerences and relig- 
ious animosities among men?" ‘The an- 
swer seems plain, that it is simply because 
they cannot settle the question. ‘They 


are not all advanced to a degree sufficient | 
to see alike on these and other subjects; | 


and there being different states of devel- 
opment, it would very naturally follow that 
we should get different and contradictory 
answers on theological subjects as well 
as on many others. 


We deem it an evi- | 


ful, malicious devil, told the company to 
speak kindly to the intruder, and kind- 
ness would cause it to comply with their 
request to leave. Is this the case with 
the fast increasing class of “ devils,” and 
“evil spirits,” that are coming to light by 
the wid of the fossil remains of antiqua- 
ted theology ? Surely if devils are mov- 
ed by kindness, they are not so bad as 
they have been represented. But the 
above cases are not accounted for on the 
affinity theory of A. J. Davis. His mis- 
take seems to be this,—that he did not 
sufficiently recognize the fact that *ignor- 
ance was the evil, and knowledge the 
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| dence of bigotry and intolerance for any 
| human being to charge his fellow with | 


fect in character, knowledge and truth. í 
| being a devil, a liar, and inherently wick- 


With such opinions of spiritualisin, sons wlll sometimes intrude theinselves 


have communications been sought and ob- | 


tained. When everything was harinoni- 
ous and truthful, belief was confirmed and 
converts were easily made; but we have 
seen many zealous believers disappointed 
by getting unsatisfactory or false answers, 
and, as we have before stated, some who 
were the most zealous believers at first, 
when all was harmonious, turned sudden- 
ly away when they found that all was not 
perfection, as they had at first supposed. 
Some of these very unjustly accused the 
mediums of deception, when there was no 


i 


| 
] 


i 


other proof of it than the falsity of the | 


answers. Others have taken altogether a 
theological turn, and declared that it was 


all the work of the devil, and the true an- | 


swers were made only the more effectual- 
ly to deceive. 
‘driven from the investigation by such ar- 
guments as these, have kept steadily on 
their course, ready to go wherever truth 


and facts should lead them; and it is | 
doubtful if any of this class can now say | 


they are able to absolutely and fully ac- 
countfor all the angular, eccentric and 
false manifestations that have been made 


in various places, during the progress of | 


the new development. 


i 


Those who were not to be | 


Without assuming to know more than | 


others, even of less experience, it may be 
well as one of the number who feel that 
they have not investigated entirelv in 
vain, to make some suggestions which 
have been brought to mind by past and 
"present experience. We have used the 
term ** Good and Evil spirits " at the head 
of this article, not because it conveys an 


exact idea, nor a distinction that is deem- | 
ed true in an absolute sense, but because | 


it would serve to call attention to the 
subject in fewer words than the distinc- 


tion which is thought proper and just, in | 


regard to the contradictory communica- 


absolutely evil spirits, is one which is 


likely to call out as much discussion and | 


bitter sectarian feelings among spiritual- 
ists, as the long mooted question among 


old theologians in regard to the eternity | 


of punishment after the spirit has passed 
from this life. 
(and from some indications lately, quite 
- as malignant feeling on the part of the 


There is to be a revival, | 


l 


lovers of, and contenders for, a devil) | 


among the believers in spiritual commu- 
nication, of all the main theological dog- 


mas of orthodoxy, (so called.) and while | 


some will stand firm on the ground of 


ed, because he has been led to an entirely 
different conclusion on theological sub- 
jects, from that which we have arrived 


at; and should we be less charitable and | 


kind to spirits after they have left the 
body? Are we to be the judges, and 
pronounce all spirits devils who do not 
come up to our standard? [t looks like 
the rankest sectarianism and dogmatism 
thus to do; yet this is the course now 
pursued by a class of believers in spirit- 
ual communications. If they can feel 
satisfied in branding all spirits out of, be- 
yond, or behind their affinities, with being 
devils, we cannot envy them their dispo- 
sitions or affinities. 

If asked to account for all the false an- 
swers on the ground taken by A. J. Davis 
in his recent work on the “ Philosophy of 
Spiritual Intercourse," our. experience 
contradicts the theory. That work places 
it all on the ground of affinities by which 
spirits are attracted; that the true and 
good attract their kind, and the false 
theirs. Had not some few facts contra- 
dicted this, A. J. Davis's would have 
been the solution that seemed most nat- 
ural; but if there is in existence any 
facts, however few, that contradict it, his 


creased its attractions by age. 


theory must be deemed so far deficient. | 
It seems (hat the general rule of affiniues | 


attracting affinities is right, and is almost 
universal. But not entirely so. 
know of two instances (and have good 
evidence of several more) where there was 


no kind of persons or affinities to draw | 
false spirits; in one of which there were | n ia 
| borhood, a certificate of the fact was re- 


but three persons present, who were not 


We | 


trying to obtain, nor expecting to receive, | 
any communications, but were engaged | 


in innocent and elevating conversation, 
when they were interrupted by loud raps, 


and, on calling the alphabet, nothing sat- | 
isfactory or intelligent was received.— | 
tions. The question of the existence of Everything was bungling and coarse. | 


One of the company requested the intrud- 
ing spirit to retire, as ihey wanted no 
conversation with such spirits. The an- 


swer by the spirit was, * Mind your busi- | 


ness." On again requesting the intrud- 
ing visitor, they were answered by a sen- 
tence of extreme vulgarity, such as might 


have coine from a low, vulgar. boy in the | 


streets ; and the spirit then retired. 


Other instances of' the saine kind have | 


come to the knowedge of the writer, 
where the affinities could not have been 
such as to have induced such communica- 
tions, In the first case an intelligent 


Christian rationalism, others will contend | spirit was consulted, who, instead of 
for the absolute God-man theory in re- ' branding the intruder with being a will- 


among persons of higher and better feel- 
ings, sometimes for the purpose of com- 
municating (like some in the body) wheth- 
ег they know what to say or not. The 
tendency to devilize everything opposed 
to certain dogmas, and deify everything 
that endorses old theories, is no new thing 
among men; but the custom has not in- 
g There 
are ignorant spirits who are not at all re- 
liable—who may tell right or wrong— 
who communicate for the sake of being 
noticed—who were degraded, crushed, 
and made mere animals while in the bod) 
and have not yet progressed to а knowl 
edge equal to that of intelligent men in 
the body—-is quite evident; but shall the 
same relentless bigotry follow them, and 
denounce them as devils, that made them 
such here? Truly Sectarianism, with 
its slanderous tongue, follows beyond the 
grave, and seeks to make fhe errors and 
mistakes of this life result in creating 
men devils throughout eternity. C. 
—Spirit Messenger. 


, 


The late Major Davezac stated that. on 
the morning after the battle of New Or- 
leans, twelve broiled robbins were placed 
on the breakfast table, prepared by Gen- 
eral Jackson and his suite, which had 
been shot with a rifle through the head, 
by one of the Kentucky Riflemen, who 
had been in the conflict; he had fired 
thirteen times and missed hitting his bird 
in the head, only once! This circum- 
stance being soon known ia the neigh- 


quested and obtained from Gen. Jackson 
and his aids, by the British officers, that, 
by such evidence, on their return to Eng- 
land, they might exhibit to their Govern- 
ment the character of the enemy at New 
Orleans. 
————À 

& The sea, if dried up, would afford a 
bed of salt five hundred feet thick, one 
hundred for every mile. 


The human body in a healthy state, is 
generally at 98 of Farenheit. 


The heat of an oven applied to a dead 
human body for twelve days, reduced it 
trom one hundred and twenty to twelve 
pounds. 

The earth is believed to increase in 
heat a degree in every tifteen or twenty 
yards in depth. 


The more polished the society is, the 


‘ less formality there is in it. 


remedy,” and that with spirits as with 
men, ignorant, vulgar, and profane per- 
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CRAFT AND CRIME IN IRELAND. 

The following singular statement was 
made to the narrator when in Ireland, not 
long since, by one upon whose authority 
he can place the utmost reliance. He 
does not pretend to account for it. The 
circumstances are however, as far as rela- 
ted, strictly true: 

Some three or four years ago, the read- 
er may recollect seeing in the papers an 
account of the assassination in noonday 
of a Mr. C „a magistrate of Clare, 
and a man of large fortune. It was in 
summer that Mr. C. was returning on an 
outside jaunting car from the sessions, at 
a place called Tulla, and was within two 
miles of the town of Ennis, when a man 
raised himself over the wall of a gentle- 
man’s demesne, and fired with a double- 
barrelled gun at Mr. C. as he rode by, 
wounding him in the arm. Mr. C. turned 
round, recognized the man, who, to make 
sure, levelled the gun again, and fired at 
him a second time, mortally wounding 
him in the body. The driver pulled his 
horse up, and Mr. C., alighting, went in- 
to the house and informed the owner that. 
he was shot, and that a man named Mo- 
lony, a tenant of his (Mr. C.’s) had shot 
him. The police and magistrates, with 
surgeons, were soon on the spot. The 
medical men pronounced the case hope- 
Jess. Mr. C. knew it was so, and met 
his fate with singular fortitude. So 
quickly, however, did the authorities act, 
that in a few hours after the event, and 
before Mr. C. died, the police entered 
the parlor, on the sofa of which he was 
lying, having in their custody the alleged 
assassin. The wounded gentleman rais- 
ed himself by an effort, and deliberately 
and distinctly identified him. 
` “That is the man,” said he. 
you Molony, who shot me.” 

“God forgive you, Mr. C.” said the 
man firmly. “This is not the first time 
you have tried to injure me. It was not 
I who shot you.” 

*On the word and faith of a dying 
man, it was,” emphatically repeated Mr. C. 

His deposition was therefore taken, and 
Molony was committed for trial. The 
clearness of the identification seemed to 
require no corroboration, but there were 
circumstances that further confirmed it. 
Molony believed himself hardly treated 
by Mr. C., in some matter of land, and 
had been heard to threaten vengeance. 
Не was known to be a resolute fellow, of 
little truth, and Mr. C. was not remarka- 
ble for much indulgence. The case then 
seemed clear, and when it was tried at 
the assizes, the evidence for the prosecu- 
tion and the declaration of the dying 
man appeared to make a conviction inev- 
itable; when the prisoner's counsel called 
witnesses to prove an alibi. Of all the 
most hacknied modes. of evading justice 
employed by the Irish eriminal, the alibi 
is the most frequently resorted to, the par- 
ties called to prove it being usually their 
own friends. In this instance, however, 
the court was startled by hearing the 
names of two of the most respectable 
magistrates of the county called. 

Mr. M ascended the table and took 
his seat on the chair, which, in the Irish 
courts, is usually placed for the witnesses 
in this conspicious place. 


“Tt was 


“Mr. M., asked the prisoner’s counsel 
‘do you know the prisoner at the bar?” 

* Yes—well.” 

“Do you recollect seeing him on the 
first day. of the sessions of. ?" This 
was the day on which Mr. C. was shot. 

“Yes, he came to me at T [r— 
was eight miles from the place where the 
assassination occurred.] and spoke to me.” 

“At what tine was that ?” 

“At half past one.” [This was as 
near as possible the hour when the fatal 
shots were fired.] 

* How do you know it was that hour ?” 

“Не asked me what o'clock it was. I 
told him. He appeared to forget, re- 
turned in about a minute, touched his hat 
and asked me again, and I took out my 
watch and told him.” 

“Do .you know the prisoner's broth- 

. 2» 
um Yes.” 

“You could not have mistaken his 
brother for him ?" 

* No, I an quite clear on that point. 
I could not be mistaken, for I spoke to 
the prisoner about the fair." 

The counsel for the crown asked some 
questions, but the witness’s certainty on 
the point could not be shaken. Mr. M. 
was a clear headed clever man; a mag- 
istrate of high respectability, and could 
not have any object in sheltering the 
prisoner. 

Mr. B., another magistrate, was next 
called. His account was nearly the 
same as that of his brother magistrate. 
A few minutes, it must have been, after 
the prisoner accosted Mr. M., he spoke to 
him, (Mr. B.,) and asked him what o'clock 
it was, repeating the question, and mak- 
ing some observation on the fair. 

The result was, the alibi was complete- 
ly proved, and in the face of the solemn 
declaration of Mr. C., the prisoner was 
acquitted. Не left the dock for freedom, 
when every one believed he would only 
have left it for the gallows. 

Soon after, Molony's brother left the 
country, but Molony himself remained. 
The mystery, however, so far as men’s 
minds were concerned, was soon unravell- 
ed, though the circumstances upon which 
the solution was founded were not suffi- 
ciently strong to constitute evidence. 
The prisoner did not fire the shot and was 
at the fair of T when the assassina- 
tion took place. 

There is little or no reason to doubt 
that he got his brother to do the deed, as 
he knew from circumstances that he him- 
self would be suspected. His brother re- 
sembled him, and to make the resem- 
biance the greater, they changed clothes, 
the assassin wearing the ordinary gar- 
ments of the other, those with the ap- 
pearance of which Mr. C. must have been 
somewhat familiar In the meantime, 
while he took these pains to deceive Mr. 
C., or whomsoever might be with Mr. C., 
as to the identity of the assassin, Molony 
Secured his own safety by a very marked 
alibi, taking care that his witnesses should 
be of that class and character who could 
not be suspected of collusion. In fact, 
an act at once more subtle and sanguina- 
ry {could not be committed. It was de- 
vised with the most deadly hate and cir- 
cumstantial coolness. ‘The authorities 


were morally convinced of this being the 
case, yet they could not, with the dying 
declaration of the murdered man as to the 
identity of the prisoner, who was acquitt- 
ed, take any effectual steps to vindicate 
ustice. 

But Heaven's justice vindicated itself 
in an awful way. The actual assassirp 
quitted the country, but his instigator and 
brother remained, blood-inarked, however, 
in the belief of mcst people. He, how- 
ever, appeared to be in no way oppressed 
with secret consciousness of his guilt. 
He went about his business as usual ; and 
so matters went on until the fair of T 
came round once mnore—the anniversary 
of that wnen Mr. C., was shot. Molony 
attended this as others, but did not re- 
turn to his house until the night was very 
far advanced, and then in such an awful 
state that his fainily were terrified at his 
appearance. His face was livid and 
swollen, and he seemed ina raging fever. 
In answer to their first questions, he de- 
clared, with hideous fright in every fea- 
ture, that he had been met by Mr. C., 
(the murdered man,) when returning 
home, drawn to the spot by the road 
where the trees were thickest, and there 
beaten by the angry spirit until he was 
all but insensible. He was placed in his 
bed in a high state of fever, his body 
swelled, and he continued delirious, rav- 
ing about Mr. C.’s ghost, until death 
freed him from further suffering. 

Cool men attributed the phenomenon 
to fever acting on a guilty mind, and 
possibly that he might have been beaten 
while in liquor by some one on his way 
home, and that his own fears alone in- 
vested the assailant with the form of the 
man whose death he had compassed. I 
suppose these conjectures are correct— 
at least they are reasonable. Others 
shook their heads, however, and sid 
Heaven had a way when human laws 
failed, of vindicating eternal justice. 
The matter, however, was never investi- 
gated. Ihave my narrative from a party 
in the neighborhood, who knew the facts 
to be as I have stated, and he related 
them to me. 


—d-0-4—— 
A PROPER ACT WELL DONE. 


On the night of the 10th of January last, 
a fire broke out in this village, in just the 
spot and at the precise hour which one 
would have selected as the time and place 
for the commencement of a disastrous 
conflagration. All the probabilities were 
in favor of such result, but the singularly 
prompt, appearance of Excelsior Engine 
on the scene, and the energetic and judi- 
cious action of the company, arrested the 
flames before they got beyond control, 
and assured the safety of the valuable 
property in imminent hazard, before the 
alarin had drawn other force to the spot. 

This promptitude and efficiency was 
properly valued by those more immedi- 
ately interested, and the result was, that 
a splendid silver trumpet was ordered by 
a number of those whose pecuniary stakes 
in the quarter threatened, were very 
great. The Excelsior Company was no- 
tified of the honor intended, and the for- 
mal presentation of this mark of distinc- 
tion even upon such honorable occasion, 
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THE SPIRIT. WORLD: 


CRAFT AND CRIME IN IRELAND. 

The following singular statement was 
made to the narrator when in Ireland, not 
long since, by one upon whose authority 
he can place the utmost reliance. He 
does not pretend to account for it. The 
circumstances are however, as far as rela- 
ted, strictly true: 

Some three or four years ago, the read- 
er may recollect seeing in the papers an 
account of the assassination in noonday 
of a Mr. С ,a magistrate of Clare, 
and a man of large fortune. It was in 
summer that Mr. C. was returning on an 
outside jaunting car from the sessions, at 
a place called Tulla, and was within two 
miles of the town of Ennis, when a man 
raised himself over the wall of a gentle- 
man’s demesne, and fired with a double- 
barrelled gun at Mr. C. as he rode by, 
wounding him in the arm. Mr. C. turned 
round, recognized the man, who, to make 
sure, levelled the gun again, and fired at 
him a second time, mortally wounding 
him inthe body. The driver pulled his 
horse up, and Mr. C., alighting, went in- 
to the house and informed the owner that. 
he was shot, and that a man named Mo- 
lony, a tenant of his (Mr. C.’s) had shot 
him. The police and magistrates, with 
surgeons, were soon on the spot. The 
medical men pronounced the case hope- 
less. Mr. C. knew it was so, and met 
his fate with singular fortitude. So 
quickly, however, did the authorities act, 
that in a few hours after the event, and 
before Mr. C. died, the police entered 
the parlor, on the sofa of which he was 
lying, having in their custody the alleged 
assassin. Тһе wounded gentleman rais- 
ed himself by an effort, and deliberately 
and distinctly identified him. 


` “That is the man,” said he. “It was 
you Molony, who shot me.” 
“God forgive you, Mr. C.” said the 


“This is not the first time 


man firmly. 
It was not 


you have tried to injure me. 
I who shot you.” 

* On the word and faith of a dying 
man, it was,” emphatically repeated Mr. C. 

His deposition was therefore taken, and 
Molony was committed for trial. The 
clearness of the identification seemed to 
require no corroboration, but there were 
circumstances that further confirmed it. 
Molony believed himself hardly treated 
by Mr. C., in some matter of land, and 
had been heard to threaten vengeance. 
He was known to be a resolute fellow, of 
little truth, and Mr. C. was not remarka- 
ble for much indulgence. The case then 
seemed clear, and when it was tried at 
the assizes, the evidence for the prosecu- 
tion and the declaration of the dying 
man appeared to inake a conviction inev- 
itable; when the prisoner’s counsel called 
witnesses to prove an alibi. Of all the 
most hacknied modes. of evading justice 
employed by the Irish criminal, the alibi 
is the most frequently resorted to, the par- 
ties called to prove it being usually their 
own friends. In this instance, however, 
the court was startled by hearing the 
names of two of the most respectable 
magistrates of the county called. 

Mr. M ascended the table and took 
his seat on the chair, which, in the Irish 
courts, is usually placed for the witnesses 
in this conspicious place. 


* Mr. M., asked the prisoner’s counsel 
‘do vou know the prisoner at the bar?" 

* Yes—well.” 

* Do you recollect seeing him on the 
first day of the sessions of- 2” This 
was the day on which Mr. C. was shot. 

“Yes, he came to me at. T—_, [T— 
was eight miles from the place where the 
assassination occurred.] and spoke to ine.” 

“At what time was that 2" 

“At half past one." [This was as 
near as possible the hour when the fatal 
shots were fired.] 

“How do you know it was that hour?” 

* He asked me what o'clock it was. I 
told him. He appeared to forget, re- 
turned in about a minute, touched his hat 
and asked me again, and I took out my 
watch and told him." 

* Do .you know the prisoner's broth- 


er?” 


* Yes.” 

“You could not have mistaken his 
brother for him 2” 

“No, I am quite clear on that point. 
I could not be mistaken, for I spoke to 
the prisoner about the fair.” 

The counsel for the crown asked some 
questions, but the witness’s certainty on 
the point could not be shaken. Mr. M. 
was a clear headed clever man; a mag- 
istrate of high respectability, and could 
not have any object in sheltering the 
prisoner. 

Mr. B., another magistrate, was next 
called. His account was nearly the 
same as that of his brother magistrate. 
A few minutes, it must have been, after 
the prisoner accosted Mr. M., he spoke to 
him, (Mr. B.,) and asked him what o’clock 
it was, repeating the question, and mak- 
ing some observation on the fair. 

The result was, the alibi was complete- 
ly proved, and in the face of the solemn 
declaration of Mr. C., the prisoner was 
acquitted. He left the dock for freedom, 
when every one believed he would only 
have left it for the gallows. 

Soon after, Molony's brother left the 
country, but Molony himself remained. 
The mystery, however, so far as men’s 
minds were concerned, was soon unravell- 
ed, though the circumstances upon which 
the solution was founded were not suf- 
ciently strong to constitute evidence. 
The prisoner did not fire the shot and was 
at the fair of T when the assassina- 
tion took place. 

There 15 little or no reason to doubt 
that he got his brother to do the deed, as 
he knew from circumstances that he him- 
self would be suspected. His brother re- 
sembled him, and to make the resem- 
biance the greater, they changed clothes, 
the assassin wearing the ordinary gar- 
ments of the other, those with the ap- 
pearance of which Mr. C. must have been 
somewhat familiar. In the meantime, 
while he took these pains to deceive Mr. 
C., or whomsoever might be with Mr. C., 
as to the identity of tlie assassin, Molony 
secured his own safety by a very marked 
alibi, taking care that his witnesses should 
be of that class and character who could 
not be suspected of collusion. In fact, 
an aet at once more subtle and sanguina- 
ry could not be committed. It was de- 
vised with the most deadly hate and cir- 
cumstantial coolness. ‘The authorities 


were morally convinced of this being the 
case, yet they could not, with the dying 
declaration of the murdered man as to the 
identity of the prisoner, who was acquitt- 
ed, take any effectual steps to vindicate 
ustice. 

But Heaven’s justice vindicated itself 
in an awful way. The actual assassir 
quitted the country, but his instigator and 
brother remained, blood-inarked, however, 
in the belief of mest people. He, how- 
ever, appeared to be in no way oppressed 
with secret consciousness of his gwlt. 
Пе went about his business as usual; and 
80 matters went on until the fair of T 
came round once more—the anniversary 
of that when Mr. C., was shot. Molony 
attended this as others, but did not re- 
turn to his house until the night was very 
far advanced, and then in such an awful 
state that his family were terrified at his 
appearance. His face was livid and 
swollen, and he seemed ina raging fever. 
In answer to their first questions, he de- 
clared, with hideous fright in every fea- 
ture, that he had been met by Mr. C., 
(the murdered man,) when returning 
home, drawn to the spot by the road 
where the trees were thickest, and there 
beaten by the angry spirit until he was 
all but insensible. He was placed in his 
bed in a high state of fever, his body 
swelled, and he continued delirious, rav- 
ing about Mr. C.’s ghost, until death 
freed him from further suffering. 

Cool men attributed the phenomenon 
to fever acting on a guilty mind, and 
possibly that he might have been beaten 
while in liquor by some one on his way 
home, and that his own fears alone in- 
vested the assailant with the form of the 
man whose death he had compassed. I 
suppose these conjectures are correct — 
at least thev are reasonable. Others 
shook their heads, however, aud said 
Heaven had a way when human laws 
failed, of vindicating eternal justice. 
The matter, however, was never investi- 
gated. Ihave my narrative from a party 
in the neighborhood, who knew the facts 
to be as I have stated, and he related 
them to me. 

ores ————— —— 


A PROPER ACT WELL DONE. 


On the night of the 10th of January last, 
a fire broke out in this village, in just the 
spot and at the precise hour which one 
would have selected as the time and place 
for the commencement of a disastrous 
conflagration. All the probabilities were 
in favor of such result, but the singularly 
prompt, appearance of Excelsior Engine 
on the scene, and the energetic and judi- 
cious action of the company, arrested the 
flames before they got beyond control, 
and assured the safety of the valuable 
property in imminent hazard, before the 
alarm had drawn other force to the spot. 

This promptitude and efficiency was 
properly valued by those more immedi- 
ately interested, and the result was, that 
a splendid silver trumpet was ordered by 
a number of those whose pecuniary stakes 
in the quarter threatened, were very 
great. The Excelsior Company was no- 


tified of the honor intended, and the for- 
mal presentation of this mark of distinc- 
tion even upon such honorable occasion, 
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took place at the Court House on Monday 
evening last, ` 

At an early hour in the. evening, the 

Court Room was filled to its capacity, 
with a very fair show of ladies to do hon- 
or to the occasion, ‘Che trumpet, w hich, 
by the way, had been exhibited and much 
admired for a week or two past, is of sil- 
ver, with a gold plated mouth piece and 
bell, and ornamented with two wreaths in 
relief, in which the inscriptions are en- 
graved, ‘The inseription is— 

* Presented to Excelsior Engine Com- 
pany No. 4, of the village of Kingston, 
b the Empire State. Mutual Insurance 
Company, №. Elmendorf, C. W. Schatler, 
A. B. Preston, O. А. Perkins, W. Masten, 
B. J. ‘Tenney, as à. token. of approbation 
for their prompt, energetic, and success- 
ful exertions in preventing the spread. of 
the fire on the 10th of January, 1251." 

В. J. Tenney, Esq, in behalf of the 

donors, presented the trumpet, prefaeing 
the act by a neat address. He depicted 
with artistic skill the heroic duty of the 
fireman, and the perils he is called to en- 
counter in its discharge. He graphically 
traced the watchtulness, vigilance and 
energetic courage demanded by the post 
of honorable danger, and very. properly 
regarded the achievements in this field of. 
exertion to some, as tar worthier of the 
applause lavished upon those who excel 
only in destruction, ‘The feclings prompt- 
ing the gift which he held, were then 
touched upon by the speaker. Пе re- 
marked that by this act they did not 
mean to give an undue pre-eminence ta 
the Company honored above their. breth- 
ren, but to fulfil their bounden duty to 
those whose promptitude and skill had 
averted a terrible threatened. disaster—to 
put upon record by this publie testimoni- 
al the value in which such qualities were 
held—to give the Company some endur- 
ing token, marking a memorable occa- 
sion, and in which they could have an 
honorable pride. 

W. Н. Romeyn, Esq, who had been 
requested by the Company to respond to 
the remarks of Mr. Tenny, received the 
trumpet, with an appropriate. reply, ex- 
pressive of the pleasure afforded to the 
recipients, by this unexpected gift, and 
the incentive it held out to high and hce- 
roic duty for the future. Mr. R. vividly 
portrayed the duties of the firemen, and 
remarked that whilst their dangers de- 
manded all the courage required for a 
battle field, yet they contamed within 
them the stimulants to a heroic self de- 
votion upon chivalric minds. "һе speak- 
er remarked that the world was getting 
Wiser upon the score of gratitude to real 


benefactors, and hailed asan indication of 


encouraging progress—a progress which 
he ardently beheved in and hoped and 
struggled for—that the world frankly ac- 
knowledged mutual duties between those 
who benefitted and those who were bene- 
fitted, in Whatever sphere of duty such 
acts were done, "Phe speaker accepted 
the gilt of the donors, and. pledged him- 
self in behalf of the Company that it 
would never prove a false token—that no 
future occasion would find. them lacking 
the elements of success through which 
this had been won. 

After the presentation, the Company 
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with their guests sat down to a sumptu- 
our table spread by Mr. W. C, Smith at 
his saloon, "lhe evening was spent in 
rational enjoyment, and many a good 
speech was made, and many a spicy sen- 
tument given, which, we regret to say, 
we have not the time to record. The 
company broke up at an early hour, and 
every one carried away the conviction 
that there are few incidents of a life time 
more fraught with pleasure than a cordial 
and friendly re-union of kindred spirits.— 
Ulster ( Kingston №. Y.) Republican. 


wee ee 


SYMPATHY IN THE Doa.—4An interest- 
ing instance of this feeling in the canine 
species, the authenticity of which may be 
relied on, lately took place, or rather is 
still proceeding, at. Invergeldic, a large 
sheep farm on the estate of Lawers, near 
Comrie, Perthshire. The overseer be- 
came severely indisposed, and for the first 
ten days after their master had taken to 
bed, his two faithful collies refused to be 
comforted, mournfully declining all sorts 
of food, nay, even milk warm from the 
cow, at last pressed upon them by the 
domestics, At length their case became 
so serious—for they were otherwise valu- 
able dogs—that the overseer's mother was 
prevailed upon to inform her sick son, 
though at the time very low, of the cir- 
cunistance, begging of him, as a dernier 
resort, to try what effect his own word 
would still have upon the mute mourners. 
By an effort he succeeded in a weak voice 
to name his favorites, pointing at the same 
time to some food, placed at hand for the 
trial. This gentle command had its effect ; 
the dogs at once obeyed ; and have since 
(as if it were still repeated to them, which 
it is not likely ever to be again) continued 
to take as much as supports life; but 
once every day at least, and oftener if 
opportunity offer, they glide together into 
the room where the sick man is, slip 
stealthily to the bedside, raise their fore 
paws on the bed clothes, and in this. atti- 
tude continue together for some time to 
gaze intently on the pallid features of 
their now unconscious master, and then 
droopingly retire out of the room. 
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Bird lime is prepared from the berries 
of the mistletoe and the middle bark of 
the holly; it is boiled till it becomes 
soft. 

A healthy liver weighs nearly four 
pounds, but diseased ones become four or 
tive times heavier, 

The human brain is the twenty-cighth 
of the body, but in the horse but a 400th. 

Otto of roses is the oil which swims at 
the top in the distillation of rose water. 


POLYGLOTY BIBLE. In 
MO volumes—Hebrew, Greek, 
French, each volume interleaved with the 
English. Known as Bagster’s Polyglott.— 
Cost $415.50. Will be sold for 515. For sale 
at this office, 


four lino. 
Latin, and 


hv ELOPES—Deautifully printed, for 
M those who write on Spiritual subjects. 
For sale at this Office. 
hundred. 

ETTER  PAPER—-Prepared expressly 
M 4 for those who write to their friends on 
Spiritual Manifestations. 25 cents per quire, 
For sale at this осе, 


Price 25 cents per 
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SPIRIT WORLD, 


Published Weekly, at No, 28 Eliot St., Boston, 
Mass., at NI per Volume, in advance, 

Devoted to the Exposition of all questions 
respecting етке and the Future Риос кезе 
SION of the Human Race. [t contains Com- 
munications produced by Audible Responses 
from the Spiritual World; explains the use 
of such Manifestations, and the CONDITIONS 
on which they are made. Pledged to no Sec- 
TARTAN Dogimas in Theology, Philosophy, or 
Ncicnee, it acknowledges no AUTHORITY but 
the Inersire Hanwonta, and takes for the 
Scope of its Mission the universal diffusion of 
Goodness, Justice, and Truth. 

"Тима, To Clubs and Agents —Six vol- 
umes, $5; "Twelve volumes, #9; Twenty-five 
volumes, 815; Fifty volumes, (and upwards 
in the same proportion, ) $25. By the dozen, 
20) cents. E-X In all cases, the papers must 
be sent to one address only; andsthe pay for 
them must accompany the order, postage 
paid. On these terms, any one is at liberty to 
act as an “Agent” for this paper. 

N. B.— The postage on all Letters to this Of- 
Jice must be pre -paid. 


WWISTORY OF THE MYSTERIOUS 
1 . Noises heard at Rochester, and Other 
Places. Fourth Edition, enlarged, contain- 
ing all the New Developements on the Subject, 
as well as a Complete History of the Rise and 
Progress of these Strange Phenomena, their 
Recent Appearance in many Places—the Re- 
sults of Various Investigations by Gentlemen 
of high Scientitie Attainments ; together with 
all that is as yet known in relation to the sub- 
ject. This work is published with the sanc- 
tion of the family of Mrs. Fox, and it is hoped 
that all who are interested in the subject will 
aid in its circulation. The publisher would 
be glad to place it on sale in the hands of re- 
sponsible parties, wherever it may be ordered, 
The wholesale price is S6 per hundred; or 
single, 124 cents. Orders by mail will be 
punctually attended to. Agents desiring the 
work to sell will have the most favorable 
terms offered them, on application, post paid, 
to D. M. DENEY, Arcade. Hall, Rochester, 
INS Y. арэ 
СОАК REVELATIONS '—An en- 
МӘ larged and improved edition of the “His- 
tory and Explanation of the Mysterious 
Noises,” and communication with Spirits in 
the Nineteenth Century, of more than ninety 
closely printed pages, being the most full and 
correct. history of the matter yet published. 
By E. W. Capron and H. D. Baron, Auburn, 
N. Y. This work can be obtained by the 
hundred or single copies, at this office, and of 
the authors. Single copies, 25 cents, A lib- 
eral discount to those who purehase by the 
dozen or hundred. Orders from a distance, 
post paid, and containing remittances for one 
or more copies, will be promptly attended te. 
Boston, Oct. 1, 1550. 
{ OOK OF HEALTH: With Practica 
Remarks on Diet, Bathing, Clothing, 
Air, Sight, Sleep, Exercise, the Influence of 
different Occupations on Health; Infancy, 
Parentage, Old Age, Causes of lll. Health, 
Evils of Drugging, the Water Cure, Nc. Xe. 
By La Roy Sunderland. Por sale at this 
Otlice, and by B. MARSH, 25 Cornhill. Also 
by FOWLER & WELLS, New York. 12 


cents single; 624 cents per dozen, tf 


PAVE GREAT NARMONIA. Being a 
Philosophical Revelation of the Natural, 
Бр aid Celestial Universe. By Andrew 
Jackson Davis, Voll, TUE PHYSICIAN, 
Contents—Philosophy of Health, Disease. 
Sleep, Death, Psychology and Healing. Just 
published, and for sale at this Office. Price, 
S125. m 
МИМИ PRINCIPLES OF NATURE Her 
А Divine Revelations, and a Voice to 
Mankind. By A.J. Davis. $2.00. For sale 
at this Otlice. a d E 


Anner Pousvs, PRINTER, 37 Cornutt, Возточ. 
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